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Our Victorian colleagues arranged a very impressive interstate tour in June 1981 which 
brought their “K” class loco to South Australia 

 
A substantial package of local tours was included as outlined in the pages from the 

 Tours Brochure attached. 
 

 
 

K190 in South Australia 

 
ARHS Recorder          June 1981   page 119 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The K class were built to satisfy a need in Victoria for a powerful engine to operate on light 

lines and the first 10 were built at Newport in 1922-1923. A further 43 of these engines, including 
190, were built between 1940 and 1946. 

 
K190 underwent a major overhaul during 1965 and saw service from December 1967 to July 

1968 and then placed in storage at Ararat. It was moved from Ararat to Bendigo in June 1976 to 
replace another K as workshops pilot but it failed shortly after re-entering service and was promptly 
stored at Bendigo until 12/5/79 when it was obtained by Steamrail Victoria and transferred to 
Bayswater in Melbourne where repairs were made to make the loco serviceable to join K153 and 
K184 as Steamrails fleet for enthusiast train journeys on Vicrail tracks. K190 ran its first trip under 
the auspices of Steamrail on 13/9/79. 

 
Early in the planning for the Easter steam happening at Peterborough it was intended to bring a 

locomotive from Victoria to participate but circumstances at the time prevented that event from 
occurring. Negotiations were in an advanced stage when the decision was made and ARMS 
Steamranger Tours decided not to waste the opportunity of having a Victorian steam locomotive in 
South Australia and Steamrail responded by preparing K190 for the trip. 



 
 
In terms of tractive effort the 2-8-0 K class'Consolidation' is mid-way between the520 and 620 

class of ex SAR locomotives. The following table shows a comparison set of figures in the imperial 
measure for the three classes of locomotive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Loco K190 bursts from the Upper Sturt Tunnel on 26 May 1881 
entoute to Bridgewater                           Photo:  A Holding 

 
 
 

 
Locomotive 
 
Wheel arrangement 
Weight (tons, cwt.) 
Length (feet, ins.) 
Boiler Pressure (Ibs/sq.in.) 
Grate area (sq.ft.) 
Tractive effort (Ibs.) 
Axle load (max)(tons, cwt.) 
Tender capacity - coal (tons) 
Tender capacity - water (gals) 
Driving Wheel Diameter (ft, 
ins.) 
 

 
621 

 
4-6-2  

140-15 
69ft  7 3/4ins 

200 
33.4 

25,000 
15-0 

9 
5200 
5'6" 

 

 
K190 

 
2-8-0 

104-12 
60ft    3 3/8ins 

175 
25.75 
28,650 
13-10 

5 
4200 
4'7" 

 
520 

 
4-8-4 

200-13 
87'   4 1/8ins 

215 
45 

32,600 
15-16 
9.75 
9100 
5’7” 

 
Reports of the runs of this locomotive in South Australia during May are contained in 

Railscene.  
 
The engine was used on a suburban tour on 24/5/81; to Bridgewater on 26/5/81; Outer Harbor 

and Penfield on 28/5/81; Victor Harbor on 30/5/81 and Bowmans on 31/5/81. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
K190 on the Hills like    Photographer not attributed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

K190 on its first SteamRanger sponsored journey in SA teams up with home grown Rx224 
 to lift its load towards Noarlunga Centre on 24th May 1981    Photo:  Roger Currie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Some more details from the tour brochure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A trip to meet the K at Tailem Bend 



A choice of shorter excursions whilst the “K” is in SA 
 
 



The ultimate excursion to Melbourne with the “K” 
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